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3 The infection originates in man's blood, so that the germs of
other diseases in the person are likely to be present in the cul-
ture and in all the samples of the vaccine.

4.    Vaccination does not guarantee protection from  smallpox.
Its inventor, Dr. Jenner, had claimed that vaccination at one
spot on one arm would provide life-long immunity.   Later,
he said vaccination on both arms would give such immunity.
Then it came to vaccination on more than one spot on both
arms. When the disease occurred in spite of this, it was said
that immunity could not be guaranteed for more than seven
years.   This period has now been reduced to three years.
Thus doctors themselves are far from certain in this regard.
In fact, the idea that one who is vaccinated wili never get
smallpox is entirely untrue.  No one can prove that a person
who has  been vaccinated and has  never  caught smallpox
would have caught the infection if he had not been so vacci-
nated.

5,    Finally, they hold that vaccination is a filthy practice and that
it is sheer barbarism to imagine that filth can be removed
by filth.

With these and many other arguments and illustrations, the
anti-vaccination society has been able to exert a great influence
on the British public. There is a town in England where the majo-
rity of the population refuse to be vaccinated and, yet, the incidence
of the disease among them is very low. Some enthusiastic members
of this society have probed carefully into the whole question and
have shown that doctors find it in their interest to keep this super-
stition alive. They earn thousands of pounds annually through
vaccination. Consequently, either intentionally or otherwise, they
are blind to its harmful effects. This opinion has been expressed
by certain doctors themselves and most of these have strongly op-
posed vaccination.

If, then, vaccination is harmful, should we submit to it? My
personal reply would be a definite "No". There are certain excep-
tions, however. I am certain that no one should get himself
vaccinated voluntarily. But in all places where we have settled,
the law has made vaccination compulsory. In this country ([South]
Africa), to break the law involves a tremendous risk, for, if we refuse
to comply with it, we shall invite on ourselves the charge of wilfully
endangering public health, in addition to the many other charges
often made against us. What should we do in such circumstances ?
If we Eve where the majority believe in the benefits of vaccination,
it becomes something of a duty for us to fall in line with them